Football by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-23-1978 
Football 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Football" (1978). University of Montana 
News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 29631. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/29631 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
10/23/78 FOOTBALL





The University of Montana Grizzlies will travel to Las Vegas, Nevada 
for a nonconference game with Division I foe University of Nevada-Las 
Vegas. Gametime is 3:15 p.m. (7:15 p.m. Mountain Time). The teams 
will play in the Las Vegas Silver Bowl (32,000).
MONTANA (3-4) UNLV (3-3)
12 PUGET SOUND 23 7 Washington St. 34
16 Portland St. 27 14 NEVADA-REN0 23
6 NORTHERN ARIZONA 21 0 New Mexico 24
27 Weber St. 7 53 IDAHO 14
15 Boise St. 7 30 HAWAII 20
30 IDAHO 34 33 Colorado St. 6
28 Idaho St. 7
(HOME GAMES)
UM coach Gene Carlson is in his third season, with an overall record 





Saturday's series is the fifth meeting between the two teams. Vegas 
leads it 3-1.
Last year's Griz-Rebel contest was the opener for the teams. UNLV 
spoiled UM's opener in Missoula's Dornblaser Stadium, winning 15-13. 
It took a 28-yard field goal by Vegas' Jim Gaetano with 27 seconds 
remaining to register the win. The Rebels, an independent, will 
join the WAC in 1980. They were 9-2 last season.
UM's Monty Bullerdick gained 95 yards on 21 carries to pace the 
Grizzly offense.
A tenacious, opportunistic defense led UM to a 28-7 victory over host 
Idaho State University in the Bengal's homecoming. The UM defense 
intercepted seven Mick Spoon passes, barely missing the school record 
of eight, set last season against Portland State.
Linebacker Kent Clausen, a 6-5, 220-pound junior from Missoula gave 
the Grizzlies the lead (14-7) for good with just 35 seconds left in 
the first half, picking off a Spoon pass and racing 32 yards for a 
touchdown. UM had another theft early in the third stanza, this time 
it was defensive back Jay Becker racing 37 yards to paydirt.
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Clausen, who picked off two passes against ISU and made 13 tackles, 
was named the Big Sky Defensive Player of the Week. Clausen is now 
UM's leading tackier with 60 stops. Becker was also nominated for 
BSC defensive player of the week.
Bullerdick, who is now No. 2 on UM's alltime career rushing list with 
1,614 yards, set a school mark in number of rushing attempts against 
Idaho with 15 attempts, giving him 360. He broke the record (345) 
set by Steve Caputo (1969-71).
Wide receiver Vern Kelly, who is No. 2 on the Grizzlies' all-time 
receiving list with 973 yards, is closing in on Ray Bauer's (1948-50) 
career receptions mark. Kelly has now caught 73 passes (31 this 
season). The record is 76. Kelly also has a chance at the single 
season TD record of six (he has five) and career scores (he has eight 
and the record is 10, set by Paul Cooley in 1975-76).
Despite completing only one of six passes last week, QB Tim Kerr is 
fifth on UM's all-time passing list with 1,419 yards.
"Our defensive effort, with seven interceptions and a fumble, and turni 
two of those into touchdowns was the key. Our goalline stand (in the 
third period) also helped to change the momentum.
Kent Clausen played excellent defense with several tackles and key 
interceptions. Becker and (Greg) Dunn also played well for us in 
the secondary.
We felt we had to confuse them with the blitz, and use a combination 
of regular and prevent defense, and we did it effectively. We confused 
their audible system and took away that phase of their game pretty 
well.
We also felt our kicking game couldn't have been much better. They 
only returned one of Raul's (Allegre, who kicked a 49-yard field goal, 
but an ISU penalty gave UM possession of the ball, so the kick was 
nullified) kickoffs. (Terry) Thomas's punts were exceptional. (He 
averaged 48.8, including a pair of 57-yarders). We couldn't have done 
much better in our kicking game.
They have excellent personnel at running back and receiver. Without 
a doubt they are the fastest team we will face. They have great speed. 
They probably have 10 or 15 players who can run a 4.4 (in the 40) or 
better. Plus, we have to go down there and play them on their home 
turf.
We feel that our offense, both in the runninq and passing departments 
will have to improve when we play against Las Vegas.
Kelly is now third in the Big Sky with 31 catches for 434 yards and 
five TDs. He is ranked sixth nationally. Bullerdick is fourth rushing 
(817 yards). Allegre remains tied for first nationally in field goal 











Junior Leon Walker is UNLV's top rusher with 423 yards on 60 attempts. 
Walker, a 5-10, 182-pounder, had 61 yards on 16 trips against Colorado 
State. Sophomore QB Doug Robertson (6-0, 181) is 33 of 90 for 482 
yards passing. His favorite target is Brian Harris, who has caught 
14 passes for 198 yards. Punter Steve Gortz is ranked nationally 
with a 42.2 average. Return specialist Henry Vereen averages 21.1 
per kickoff return and 10.5 on punts.
We can't afford to overlook anyone, especially Montana. In all my 
games against the Grizzlies, there has never been a rout on either side. 
Vern Kelly is as fine a receiver and specialist there is.
Kelly Johnson is still mending, but his condition is improving.
Rocky K1ever should be 100 percent this week. Steve Fisher, listed 
as doubtful last week, played a lot against Idaho State.
This Wednesday's meeting of the Grizzly Den on Oct. 25th has been 
moved back on campus at the University Center at noon. Coach 
Carlson will talk about last week's victory and review game film 
(if available). He will also review the upcoming contest with the 
Rebels of Las Vegas.
The Grizzly Den is open to the public. A buffet lunch will be served 
Cost is $3.
Grizzly Bill Schwanke of KYLT-AM, 1340 on the dial, will begin his 
pregame show at 7:00 p.m. Ken Staninger does the color.
The team will take a chartered plane and leave Missoula at 1 p.m., 
arriving in Las Vegas at 2 p.m. They will stay in the Marina Hotel.
The team will depart at 9 a.m. Sunday and arrive home at approximately 
noon.
